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FORMERLY COME OUT CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL

18-27 MAY 2017
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Listen to childrens’ voices

Consult broadly with the children who will be using the space,
listen to what they are saying and create an environment that
reflects their perspectives on the world and how they like to play.

Listen reflectively to the children allowing them to express their ideas
and aspirations through creative mediums and carefully interpret
into reality.

NATUREPLAYSA.0RG.AU

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Capture a sense of place

Give children a sense of belonging and of knowing where they
have come from and what needs to be respected and preserved.

Your design should capture stories and elements that are unique
to your site, your area, your culture, your values, your history. They
should be interactive and tangible and support education,

Stimulate the senses

Children experience the diversity and beauty of the world
through their senses. Create a space that will give children
an opportunity to engage all 5 senses and provide an
understanding of the changing seasons and context.

Touch - provide different textures in pathway materials, vegetation,
rocks, structures - rough, smooth, prickly, furry, uneven, sharp, wet, dry

Sight - use varieties of natural colours, intensity of light, shapes,
heights, forms through vegetation, sculpture, art, birds, butterflies,
insects. Make it beautiful and inspiring to look at.

Smell - Plant herbs, bushes/trees with scented leaves and flowers
Taste - Include vegetable gardens, fruit trees, edible plants

Listen - create a soundscape using running water, rustling leaves/
grasses, insect hotels, bird gardens,

Government of
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Nature provides the best materials for creative and imaginative
play. Mimicking nature closely will provide a calming effect and
will help facilitate childrens' authentic interactions with nature

Water - gives opportunity to touch, play, listen, experiment,
discover. Create ponds, dry or shallow, rocky streams, water pumps
for mixing with dirt/sand

Sand/Mud - allows children to dig, explore, create; integrated with
water offers a textural and creative experience.

Plants / Trees - create mood, provide beauty, shade, screens,
niches, aroma, texture, food, habitat for insects/birds/butter[ids,
seeds, spaces to hide, an apparatus to climb. Consider colour, forms,
seasons, native and non-native,

Changing topography - use what is naturally occurring on your

site or create new to provide diversity, interest and opportunities by
including an open space, hills, mounds, creeks, swales and rock faces
to meet, climb, run, roll, slide, balance and jump.

Wood/Stone/Boulders - use these elements to construct pathways,
bridges, borders, fences, climbing structures, seating and to provide
items for loose parts play, construction, gathering and collection.

Connections between spaces helps children understand
their surroundings and their relationship in the space. Good
integration between areas provides continuity and helps
children be con({dent and independent in their exploration.

Providing seamless integration between the indoor and outdoor
spaces and between different outdoor areas will allow children to
move freely between each area and give them one sense of place
and identity. Use winding pathways, tactile paths, boardwalks,
tunnels, bridges, stepping stones/logs and plants to connect spaces.

Proudly suPPorted by

Diverse play opportunities provide an inclusive environment
for all personalities. Offering a diverse range of spaces will
encourage all areas of a child's development - social, cognitive,
physical, emotional.

Consider how you can provide spaces to inspire:

Fantasy and Imagination - natural amphitheatres, performance
areas for drama, music and roleplay. Cubbies

Adventure - high structures, uneven surfaces, ropes, different sized
boulders and logs to challenge and evaluate risk

Construction - cubby building, loose parts, small worlds to
encourage creativity

Gathering & Collection —rocks, seeds, leaves, cones, sticks,
pebblesto (ol and collect, to use as currency,

Special places - small, enclosed or hidden niches with seating,
hammocks to be independent or social.

Loose Parts provide the ultimate, open-ended, creative activity
allowing children complete autonomy in manipulating where
and how their play will go.

Include an area where children have the freedom and space to be
able to invent, create, dismantle, move, carry, line up and build
loose parts. Use natural materials that have different forms, textures
and sizes, like stones stumps, bark pieces, log rounds, sticks, shells,
pinecones.

Supporting local economies and good environmental outcomes
will help children to build a life-long connection to nature and
community.

Use what is readily available on site or in the local area, and choose
to use only local suppliers, contractors, artists, products.

Government of
South Australia




Meagan L, Mollie &, Ridley S, Jones J, Nicola H
Tre S, Harry M, Levi S, Arwin T, Kole L, Charlie §
Leia M, Noah D, Neve C, Liam F, Chloe D, Lachign
J, Mia F, Owen M, Ben W, Khali A, Sam K, Aaroff J,
Darcy D-S, Asher N, Hope A. Dua C, Grisha K,
Bella T

Finance News
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has had a fun time learning in Term 1 which

included an excursion to the zoo and enthusiastically finding the South East Asian animals which
they had been studying. They were VERY excited to go to the Zoo and had a magnificent day
viewing the animals, having lunch on the grass by the rotunda and for some, observing animal
presentations like feeding the chameleons and touching pelts and bones of the beloved animals
that had passed away at the zoo. There was lots of excited chatter and laughter on the way to the
z00. The return journey resulted in a much more placid and still atmosphere as Room 12 and 2
reflected on their excitingly hectic day! The children were so well behaved it prompted the bus
driver to congratulate the children as they were the best behaved class groups she had ever
encountered!

Last term the children also researched Asian Animals with their Buddy Class, Room 23, who
introduced them on how to produce a Power Point. This resulted in collaboratively produced Power
Point presentations on a selected South East Asian animal.

Group work in the class is encouraged and thoroughly enjoyed by the children. This can range from
math and literacy and other subjects and any problem solving task they may encounter or willing to

explore for themselves. As an example one challenge some children posed was Ohow to

l'ine of | imited number bl ocks from one sAf favdesigrs
were discussed, lots of adjustments made and finally the group work effort was successful!

During play in the garden some of our children found a cocoon which was carefully brought back
to class. After almost 9 days the Monarch butterfly emerged and the whole class returned to the
garden to release it. During that time the anticipation rose as many more cocoons were spotted.

In Sharing Time the children proudly and successfully presented their 6LiI f e iomothecldBsaly
was amazing how much they could fit into those lunch bags!!!

Some of the other areas enjoyed were, Continuous Line drawings, meditation and yoga, leaf

printing and rubbings, making of Coconut Balls after a presentation of Resilience, Whole Brain
Teaching in which one group teaches the other and then they reverse their roles, Chinese Jump
Rope where children skipcount (in 1006s) during
which a pupil elects to teach a lesson of their choice to the whole class!

In Term 2, in correspondence with Earth Day, the children will begin discussing how they can
support the earth in different areas. They will be using many strategies including drawing a plan,
delegating jobs within the group, coming back to and revising their plans if a problem occurs,
constructing a 3D model using math language while supporting each other etc. During this process
all students will be successful in the immense skills gained during the planning, collaboration and
producing, which is the ideal outcome.

We had a GREAT Terml and we have a stimulating new one beginning!!!

Cheers from Room 12!
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Skip counting Chinese Jump Rope

Group work challenge. Nailed it! Whole Brain Teaching
Hands on math

Working with Room 23 Buddies Leaf printing

Enjoying meditation and yoga

Pupil Teacher, children teaching a lesson




